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in an attempt to destroy the public system of education and capture
the schools provided at public cost.
Controversy on these subjects was to occupy Parliament and agitate
the public at short intervals during the next twelve years, and the
emotions raised by them were genuine and passionate on both
sides.
In 1896 a considerable majority of children were still being educated
in Voluntary, that is for the most part, Church of England, schools ;
and it was a standing grievance of Nonconformists that in many
urban and most rural districts they were compelled to send their
children to these schools. A conscience clause enabled thpm to
withdraw them from sectarian teaching, but this they regarded as
invidious and inadequate, and their leaders took the high ground
that the voting of public money, and especially the money of the rate-
payers, to denominational schools was an injustice, and an offence to
the conscience of those who were not members of the favoured
denomination.
The Anglicans on the other hand had from the beginning looked
with suspicion on Board schools, which they regarded as rivals and
competitors in a sphere peculiarly their own, and gravely defective
in the kind of religious teaching they thought essential for children.
Under the famous " Cowper-Temple clause " the authors of the
original Education Act had thought to solve the question by pre-
scribing " simple Bible teaching," supposed to cover the " common
Christianity," but excluding the specific doctrines of any Church or
sect. Large numbers of Anglicans, and especially the Anglo-Catholic
party, protested that this was as little satisfactory to them as denomina-
tional teaching was to Nonconformists, and that if the latter were
entitled to complain because public money was being allotted to
schools where Church doctrine was being taught, they were equally
entitled to complain of its being allotted to Board schools where the
" Cowper-Temple religion." was taught. Without entering into
these subtleties many more had got it firmly into their heads that
the Board schools were " godless schools" and considered it their
duty to make every eifort and sacrifice to maintain the alternative
Church schools.
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